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enters into molluscs, leeches, or fishes, encysts, and takes on a second
larval form. The egg consists of a cell surrounded by yolk granules. The
shell is oval and often provided with an operculum. When laid, the egg
generally contains a ciliated rniracidium, which swims actively about
in water and can develop further on entering an intermediary host,
generally a freshwater snail, in the liver or digestive organ of which it
becomes a sporocyst containing numbers of germinal cells. Agglomera-
tions of these cells may give rise to (i) cercariae, larval trematodes
provided with one or more suckers and a tail which serves for progres-
sion; (ii) daughter sporocysts; and (iii) rediae, provided with an oral
sucker and a rudimentary intestine. In these rediae further cercariae
are produced; moreover, the germinal cells inside the original redia may
give rise to daughter rediae.
file_0.wmf


In some species the cercariae are set free from the snail and make their
way into the water, in which they can live for about forty-eight hours.
In some instances they shed their tails and pierce
the skin of their definitive host, and in others, as
adolescercariae or metacercariae, they encyst in
another animal, plant, or fish, and are taken in by
the definitive host in food or drink. In the definitive
host the immature flukes migrate to their site of
election—the liver, the lung, the intestinal canal,
or in some instances the blood-stream.
2-FASCIOLOPSIASIS
(1)—Morphology
fig. 68.—Fasciolopsis
buskii: ventral view
(life size). After
Odhner, Central-
blattf. Bacteriologie
«. Parasitenkunde,
1902
497.] Fasciolopsis buskii (Lankester, 1857) Odhner,
1902 are pinkish in the fresh state and vary from
2 to 7 crn. in length by 0-5 to 2 cm. in breadth,
being about 2 mm. in thickness (see Fig. 68).
Normally they are an elongated oval, slightly
narrower anteriorly than posteriorly, and differ
from Fasciola hepatica in not having a cephalic
cone. The cuticle is covered with spines. The oral sucker looks for-
wards from the anterior end and is about 0-5 mm. in diameter; the
ventral sucker, or acetabulurn, lies a short distance from the anterior
end and measures 2 to 3 mm. in diameter. The genital pore opens
immediately in front of the acetabulum.
The intestinal system is composed of a very short prepharynx, a small
muscular pharynx, and a very short oesophagus, which divides into
the two unbranched caeca in front of the ventral sucker. The testes are
large branched glands placed one behind the other in the posterior half
of the body and between the caeca; vasa efferentia run forwards from
the testes and enter the large cirrus pouch where they dilate to form
two seminal vesicles before uniting to enter the cirrus. The ootype and

